Hamlet Projects
You are going to develop certain projects based on Hamlet.  
You can do ONE project from List A and ONE project from List B. Each one is worth 50 points, so together they add up to one credit.
List A 
1. ART ESSAY.  In pen and ink, watercolor, or other medium, create an art essay of at least six drawings depicted something related to Hamlet.  For example, you might wish to draw a series of scenes from the play or design costumes for one or more characters or set designs for a stage version of the play.  No tracing allowed.  Only do this if you have some artistic talent.
2. VIDEOTAPE.  Videotape, with other students, a scene of at least 15 minutes from the play.  You can either use the original words or write it in modern English.  Use appropriate costumes (while it does not have to be set in Elizabethan times, you shouldn't just use normal everyday clothes).  You do not have to memorize lines, but reading from a book will probably not look that good.
3. MODEL.  Create an original model of the Globe Theater (out of whatever materials you wish...Legos?  Sugar cubes?  Toothpicks?)   The model needs to be at least 8" tall and 16" in diameter.  You can find drawings of the original Globe in books or on the Internet.
4. SCULPTURE.  Sculpt a head or bust of a character in the play.  Must be at least 10" tall.  Only do this if you have artistic talent.
5. STAGE POSTERS.  Design and create a pair of stage posters advertising a new production of Hamlet.  The posters should be done on foam core (each one at least 2' x 3') and be detailed and original.  Each of the two posters should represent a different approach to advertising a new production (you can create the names of actors, etc. for the production).
6. YOUR OWN IDEA.  Develop a project idea of your own and talk to me about it.
List B
1. MOVIE REVIEW.  Watch either the Mel Gibson version or the Laurence Olivier version of the play and write a review of it, discussing the action, the approach that director takes, the cinematography, the acting, and compare it to the Kenneth Branagh version.  At least 3 pages, double spaced.
2. SCHOLARLY ARTICLE.  Find (in a book, anthology, or the Internet) a scholarly article that explores some aspect of Hamlet.  Read the article and then write a critique, discussing which points you agree with and which you disagree with.  Include a copy of the article with your paper.  At least 3 pages.
3. INTERVIEW.  Interview a person who has acted in a stage version of some play by Shakespeare (not necessarily Hamlet).  Talk about their experiences, how they prepared for the role, their views of Shakespeare on stage, etc.  At least 3 pages (write it up in essay form, not a Q & A).
4. RADIO PLAY.  Write a radio play version of a scene in the play.  Write it in modern English, indicating sound effects in the script, as if this were going to be performed by a group of radio actors.
5. DIARY.  Write a week's worth of diary entries from the point of view of a minor character in the play.  Reveal what is going on in that character's mind and his or her perspective on the events going on in the court of Elsinore.  Must be at least 4 pages.
6. MEMORIZE.  Memorize a speech of at least 30 lines from the play and recite it before the class.  Recite it with feeling; don't just stand there.  Before you recite the speech, talk to the class about how you prepared, and what you discovered about the speech after studying it for so long.
7. YOUR IDEA.  Come up with your own idea for a project and talk to me about it.
