English III
Junior Research Paper
Your main objective to write a research paper that analyzes the life of a nonconformist –someone who went against what was considered “normal” in society and stood by his or her beliefs. The nonconformist you choose must be someone who made some kind of difference in the world and/or United States..

You have thousands of people throughout history to choose from.  You must clear your person with me before you begin your research.  Most criminals do not qualify because they break the law to benefit themselves.  However, there are some people who have broken the law for the greater good in order to help others.  

Your research paper must contain the following information:

1. A description of the person you are researching. When was your person born, and when did he or she live? Is your person a politician, an artist, or simply someone who wanted to make a difference? Do not summarize the person’s life. Do not waste time on insignificant details.  Only provide the information that pertains to the topic of nonconformity.
2. Describe the society, attitudes and time period in which the person lived.  There has to be some conflict or situation that caused your person to go against the norm and make a difference in the world.

3. According to the definition of a nonconformist, how does your person fit into the category of nonconformist?  What made your person a true individual? Describe the work that your person did to make him or her stand out.  Include examples of his or her work to demonstrate their individualism.

4. Compare and contrast your person’s work to the beliefs and attitudes of the society in which he or she lived.  How did his or her work affect everyone else?  How did the society react to the person’s work?  Was the person rejected and considered an outcast (only later to gain fame), or did the society immediately accept his or her beliefs and ideas.

5. If your person is dead, explain whether or not he or she would still be considered a unique society changing individual. If your person is still alive, will he or she still be considered a nonconformist in the future? Why or why not?

6. Finally discuss your person’s impact on the world.  Why do you think it is important for everyone to know about him or her?  Has your nonconformist been turned into an icon or a t-shirt design that is supposed to represent rebellion?
Required sources for your research paper: 

Your work must be in MLA format and contain a works cited page at the end of your document.  You must use at least two book sources and one internet source for your paper.
Your paper must be typed, in times new roman, with a 12 inch font, and double spaced.

I will grade your paper for content and grammar on a 150 (1.5 credits) point scale as follows: 

A …135-150

B…120-134
C…105-119
D…90-104
F…0-89
